o WHAT THE "" 
НАСЕ? 


A GRAPHIC ZINE ON ETHICS IN ETHNOGRAPHY 
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WHAT THE FUND 
Do anthropologists look at 
corporate funding critically 
enough? 


CAN A MUSHROOM 
GIVE CONSENT? 


VISUAL LIMITS 


How can we preserve anonymity of 
our participants in ethnographic 
films? 


Sanne Schuller on whether we should 
not do harm to all life forms instead of 
humans only. 


AND MUCH MORE! 





WHAT THE HACK is a biannual zine focused on hacking little-discussed 


ethical problems in ethnographic research. Taking the ‘graphic’ element 


seriously, we do so through a series of easily graspable comics. Because who 


doesn’t struggle with applying the AAA Statement on Ethics in practice? 


In a series of comics our research-hacking team will address various ethical 


questions we receive from our readers. Do you have questions you would like 


to see discussed graphically? Let us know by sending them to 


sanne@whatthehack.com. 


Editor-in-chief: Zehra Eekhout (53366774) 
Zehra has a sociology background but very soon realized that 


anthropology is more her kind of cookie. She likes debunking quantitative 


social "sciences" in her free time. 


Senior editor: Sanne Schuller (s2050730) 
Sanne is a premaster student in Cultural Anthropology. Always annoying 
others with her many questions she decided to start this zine with us. She 


unfortunately has no drawing skills yet. 


Designer: Nico Lesenfants Ramos (s1951920) 

Nico has a background in European Political Sciences and has been getting 
ready to enter the Anthropology and Sociology Master at Leiden 
University, he has an interest in data security and the laws that accompany 
such a field; in particular the differing speeds between tech innovation and 


legislation that follows these developments. 


Ethnography expert: Kiki Schollaardt (53297797) 

Kkiki is a pre-master student in Cultural Anthropology, aiming to do her 
masters in Visual Ethnography. As she is already busy with the 
complications this might bring, she decided to share her thoughts in this 


zine. 
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ро NOT НАРМ? 


For decades now, ethnographers have been building relationships, enabling intercultural 
travelling the globe to do research in many knowledge exchanges and stimulating an 
different places and communities... understanding — 


Ethnegrapher 


= Matsutake mushroom 





~. and developing beautiful 

comections bla blabla. The movements 
of researchers 
seems pretty 

Western-centric 

to me. Don't you 

Wait a second.. still have 2. 
issues with 


colonialism? 





We're not talking about 
that now. 





= 


Exactly. So 1e continue, 


the ethnographer- 





Yeah, about 
that... 


Besides, we anthropologists 
have developed great ethical 
standards to fix problems we 


had in the past. 


You mean the AAA 
Statement on 
Ethics? 


Can't you just let me do 
the talking? 





Well, that's 
exactly the 


problem, isn't 





Yes, well, anthropology is the study of 


people. You know, anthropos means 


Yeah, yeah, I get it. 
But if you take the 
‘do not harm’ 
principle, don't you 
think that should 


include nen-humans 


‘human’ in ancient Greek and- 


as well? 


I+ seems like the environment is briefly 
mentioned last +o have i+ there. But what 
happens in practice? 


|.Arsenault, J, Talbot, J. Boustani, L, Gonzales, Ё. Manaugh, К (2014). The environmental footprint of academic and student mobility in a large research-oriented university. Environmental Research LeHers, 14(4). doi:!0.1088/1748-9326/ab33e6 


Actually it says that researchers should also consider 
harm +o non-human primates and other animals. And it 
even mentions potential indirect and long-term impacts of 
research on the environment. 


And in the 
meantime you 
keep flying 


everywhere. 


Researchers at the University of Montréal studied air trave 
of their staff and students (I). They found that almost 20% 
of those travel for fieldwork. Professors had an average per 
capita carbon footprint that equalled the per capita footprint 
of a Canadian household. Individually! 





Do you 
see what 
І guess so.. 
But what 
about 
intercultural 
exchange? 
Sharing 
knowledge, 


І mean? 


All these systems 
of knowledge... I 
didn't think about 
how connected they 


are to non-human 


life. 


But by trying to recording and connecting different forms of 
cultural knowledge, you also contribute to the destruction of 
living environments of all human communities. Those form an 


important part of cultures too, 


And again, the Global South will be the first +o experience the 
negative effects of climate change. The lack of awareness of 
adverse environmental consequences of ethnographic fieldwork 
perpetuates the persisting colonial relationships. 











So what до we до? 










You could start with adding 
to the ‘do not harm’ 
principle. Ethnographers 
should think mere about 
their environmental 
footprints and the effect of 


their research on climate 











change. 






































You're 
right. I'm 


convinced. 




















ETHICS EXPECTATION MANAGEMENT 


Actually, quite well, jus 
heard my research 
project will be funded 
by the Bank. 


At the coffee 
machine of the 
anthropology faculty 
Leiden... 


How is your PhD 
going? 














Thanks! They actually 
Grmph, has he already told me that they 
ever heard of the want to use some snippets 
word of my ethnographic 
'greenwashing'? research for their new 
suStainiblity campagin. 












































p.8 


They Said they recently 
created a SuStainibility 
department that Supports 
green initiatives. They 
really liked my research 
idea. 




















| heard about 
your funding. 
Well done, bro! 


Thanks, man! 






































researcher 
ouseholds wheth 


with 


account 
they 





they 


their 











At the coffee Did you hear 
machine of a about the 
local community researcher of 


centre... _ Leiden 
University who 


want to do 
research with 
us? 
































Yeah, | hope they 
can come up with a 
Solution for our 
high energy costs, 
it has been so 
difficult lately to 
pay the rent. 


ШЕ 




































































No, what is it 
about? 








AT 








| Know, times are 
hard these days. 


They asked if 
they could visit us 
a couple of times 
in our homes and 

ask questions 

about our ideas 
on the energy 
transition. 





















































































































































Hmm, | don't Know 
what to thinK about 
it. Such promises 
were made before, 


but nothing changed. 














р.0 




















р.!! 


| was thinking, don't 
you agree it's strange Hmm, maybe 
that there is a code that is a bit 
of ethnics on conflict weird. 
of interests, but who 

actually funds the 


ВасК at the coffee 
machine of the 
anthropology faculty F Hey, did your 
Leiden... already submit 


Yes. it was quite 
the hassle but my 
research made it 


your research plan 
to the ethical 
review board? 





























| don't mean to say that 
the university should 
carry all ethnical burden 
but at least there should 
be more critical thought 
on the potential 
consequences of 
corporate investments 
in Scientific research in 
the review commission. 














through! 








Yeah, | see your point. 
Perhaps this could be 
Solved if funders and 
research participants are 
actively involved in the 
ethical review process in 
order to avoid conflicting 
expectations? 




















research is not so 
relevant in the ethical 
Lh. review process? 
2 и. 











But wouldn't 
that become 
way too 
bureaucratic? 


























| could do it in the 
form of writing an 
А4 sized ‘expectation 
sheet' to let all 
parties involved Know 
what and what not 
to expect of the 
research. 














DEALING WITH SECRECY AND ETHICS IN ETHNOGRAPIC 
FILMMAKING р:2 


So, I am making an Yes, it is! But I am 
ethnographic struggling with one thing 


documentary! 


How cool! Is it 


working out well? Tell us, maybe we 


can help. 


So, there are some participants that want +e be unrecognizable in the 
final documentary because being recognizable and sharing their story 
might otherwise work against them in some way. However, sometimes 
they are in clips of the film, as are some private environments of them. 


Now, we have to keep in mind Yeah, that makes 
all of the ethnic codes of sense. 
anthropological research, of 
course. 





So, there are several issues here if we want to follow the AAA 

Ethics Guidelines. Whenever I upload all my clips onto Premiere 

Pro in Creative Cloud they are all on the cloud and therefore I 
do not know how well secured they are. 


Т never thought 
about that! 


I never realized this could 
be part of the 'Do no 


harm’ principle either! 


Next +o this, since I am making the 
documentary with two others and we wanted Is there no safe way of sharing 
to share the clips via the internet. But then these files with each other when 
we bumped into the same problem of not you are not able to share it via 
knowing a site that was secure enough to an external hard drive? 


send these clips 4o each other. 





Well, I am not aware of 
another guaranteed safe 
way to share film clips via 
internet... 


Me neither, 
unfortunately! 


*Are your Let us know via mail! 


Now, on top of that, there 
are several principles of 
ethics that conflict with each 
other in my project. 


Because, when I want 1o be 100% 
sure I do ne harm to the 
participants од. the clips we 
shoot, these clips would have to look 
like this. 


— no problem. 
Such a site should 


be invented though... 


Yes, that would 


certainly be nice! 








But I cannot always be fully 
honest regarding my work and 
I also cannot make all my 
results available. 


T think you should weigh the 
different ethical aspects of 


your research out to each 


You're right! Thank you 
for thinking with me! 


~ 
Absolutely no 2 X 
ы x 
x 


UT] Е 
” NN 


- 





Yes, then you can shoot the clips, keeping the 
secrecy in mind and being conscious about 
where you store the clips. You can still be 
open and honest regarding your research 

without harming your participants if you are 
conscious of how and what you're sharing! 





The end. 


(PARTICIPANT) SAFETY FIRST 


Alright today's 
objective is to 
secure the 


collected data. 






You would think зе! 
But in fact the 
GDPR would say it 
is not the safest 
way to secure 


` participant data 





How can we до 


about this 


We could use 
Google Drive 
or other 
sharing 


platforms 


What are we meant to 
do? As researchers we 
need data to be 
accessible to others 
and ourselves 





We could, but 
what's the risk 
we take in doing 

so? 


None? 145 saved in 
Google's servers and 
accessible to us 





Good point, one 
of the best ways 
+o secure 
participant data 
is by encrypting it 
оп personal hard 
drives fer 

instance. Е 








One thing to keep in 
mind is that data is 
not erased off hard 


drives even if we 


"delete" it. 


ETHICALLY UNETHICAL 


Even though we Spyfiles? Where Governments Wasn't this Hardly so, these tools 
conduct our and surveillance industries were aimed at are used to ao after 
research safely, exposed for their ready-to-use аре cnd et 3 Jivis4 
because of the surveillance systems z journalists, activists, 
terrorists! and dissidents 


internet it never feels 





fully safe. 


ж 
Very true! Did 
you hear 


WikiLeaks 
Spyfiles? 








Universities focus 
on the ethics of — 
methods and Protection of research 
proposals more data is discussed, the 
than the security e of the 


standards our +hreats online are по} 


These same tools are 
easily accessible То 
others as well, meanin 
our research is at ris 
оп all angles... 


Yes, that's 
right. 


fields should be stressed. 
eld to 








ETHICALLY UNETHICAL 


After all, being 
misinformed or 
digitally sloppy is no 


excuse for negligence 


P 
Exactly! We never 
know what impa 

mistreated data can 
have on subjects 


ai 


We also have 1o ensure 
that deleted data is fully 
deleted and пої 
salvageable 
Yes, that's 
right. 








Funny since Wikileaks leaked 
digital classified info to tell 
us of the risk our own 
information is in 


/ — 
And that's the 
Government, imagine 
how unsafe we are as 


What about the 
programs we use? 
Ultimately 
University Emails 
or other tools 
provided by 
external providers 
like Google and 








Other than encryptin 
What more can hard drives and Ша 
Бе done? We can anenimyze our 
internet usa 


| Encryption is ultimately 


the safest choice this 
does require the sender 
and receiver to have 
specific keys. This is the 
safest option when 
communicating sehgitive 
data 








теат 





